
A

R

S

A
E

H

Texas NortherThe

Monthly Newsletter of the Dallas Chapter, Region VIII

Volume 61, No. 1

Chapter Meeting
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ASHRAE National Customer Service:

800/5ASHRAE

Letters to the Editor should be

sent via e-mail to

aprile@ccrd.com

Message From the 2011-2012 ASHRAE President

October 12, 2011

11:00 a.m. Registration

11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Luncheon

Meeting

Where:

Royal Oaks Country Club

7915 Greenville Ave

Dallas, TX 75231

Lunch Session Topic:

Trends of Desiccant Dehumidifi-

cation

Presenter:

Scott McGuiness Des Champs

Reservations:

By Phone - 972/780-6019

On the web - http://www.dallas-

ashrae.org/reservations1.php

With the end of summer comes a brand new year for ASHRAE.  After

we have all endured the hottest summer on record, the next nine months

should be relatively easy.  We just completed our first Board of

Governors meeting in which we developed a lot of great ideas and plans

for the upcoming year. Shelley Zhao is responsible for programs this

year and would like to hear any and all ideas from the chapter on topics

they would like to learn more about.  Ben Bain will have golf

tournaments and clay shoots for fund raising events to promote

ASHRAE research.  Brandon Damas and Josh Yeary will be promoting

local social events to engage our young engineering community.  More

details on all these events will be featured in the upcoming monthly

newsletters.

I would like to thank all of the people who have volunteered their time

and efforts to promote past ASHRAE events and would highly

recommend to all membership who are not currently serving in this

chapter to become more involved.  The leadership of this chapter has

always encouraged more involvement in the planning and guidance in

how we lead this chapter.  So please, I wish all would consider serving

in this great chapter.

(cont’d next page)
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(cont’d previous page)

Our next meeting will be held at the Royal Oaks Country Club on Wednesday, October 12th and we

look forward to seeing you all then.

Respectfully,

Preston Dickson

Dallas Chapter of ASHRAE

President 2011-12
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Preston Dickson (2011-2012) and Ben Bain (2010-2011)

                     Dallas ASHRAE Presidents



Date Meeting Topic/Speaker

09/14/2011 Carbon Media for Better Air Quality

Nick Agopian, Circul-Aire

10/12/2011 Trends of Desiccant Dehumidification

Scott McGuiness Des Champ

11/9/2011 TX Energy Code Update and Changes in ASHRAE 90.1

Flix Lopez, State of Texas

12/14/2011 Future AC Drive Technologies for Building Automation

Todd Thompson, Yaskawa

2/8/2012 Technologies and Strategies for Ensuring Air Quality

Jeff Watche, Dynamic Air Quality

3/14/2012 Air Terminal Selection Guideline for Consulting 

David John, Metal Industries

4/11/2012 Think Outside of (VAV) Box 

Chuck Weave, Accutherm

5/9/2012 TBD

2011-2012 ASHRAE PROGRAM SCHEDULE
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Region VIII Chater Regional Conference (CRC) Report

The 2011 Region VIII CRC is in the books and was, by all accounts, a very successful event.  Ron

Jarnigan, current Society President attended and proclaimed that this was one of the best run CRC’s that

he’s attended!  The report was well received by the CRC Committee who expended a great deal of time

and effort to make this event a success!

The CRC kicked off by hosting an ASHRAE Energy Modeling Seminar.  The event sold out with 40 folks

in attendance.  Thanks to Chris Carr and the fine folks at Brandt who organized and sponsored the event.

The Welcome Party, the “official” start of the CRC, was held at Delaney Vineyards in Grapevine.   We

wanted the Welcome Party to be a refreshing departure from the standard hotel bar “Meet and Greet”

typically seen at your standard CRC.  Colin White chaired the Welcome Party committee.  Colin and his

committee did a fantastic job of executing the vision.  Delaney Vineyards was a perfect setting for

Conference attendees to relax and visit with old friends.  We enjoyed a live band well into the night.  The

success of the party was evident of some of the conference goer’s bloodshot eyes at the business meeting

the next morning.  Mission accomplished.

The next morning, Dallas Chapter’s own Ken Fulk kicked off the CRC business meeting at the DFW

Hyatt Regency where we held the event.  The event was attended by 125 Region VIII chapter delegates,

officers and other dignitaries.  Preston Dickson and Shelley Zhao were the Dallas Chapter’s Delegate

and Alternate, respectively and did a fine of job of representing our chapter.  The business meetings,

chapter reports, President’s luncheon and Technical sessions were well received and attended by the CRC

attendee’s.  Adrienne Stoinoff did a fine job of coordinating the Friday afternoon Technical sessions.

Restaurants in historic downtown Grapevine, TX hosted our conference on Friday night.

Saturday morning’s training sessions went well and was followed by the Awards luncheon.  During

Saturday’s Awards Luncheon, several Dallas Chapter members received recognition for outstanding

achievement including these notables:

• April Eisenhauer for most improved Newsletter.

• Peter Sudbeck for Research Promotion and Presidential Award of Excellence Points.

The CRC wrapped up with the Saturday afternoon Business meeting and Hand-off session.  The Tulsa

Chapter will be hosting the 2012 CRC and we wish them luck!

Our chapter spent over a year preparing for the event and several people were instrumental in planning

and executing the successful event.  The Dallas Chapter owes a debt of gratitude to the following people:

Jeanine Bounds – Chairwoman of the CRC Committee.  She worked tirelessly to select venues for the

conference, welcome party, Friday Dining and companion events.  She negotiated the contracts, wrote the

schedules and was the ever smiling, cheerful ambassador for our chapter.
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Marla Maple - although Marla has no affiliation with ASHRAE, she left her family in Norman, OK and

traveled to DFW to lend her bright smile and cheerful attitude to make the companion activities a roaring

success!

Nelson Beaver – Chaired the Audio-Visual committee.  The highest compliment that one can pay to the

A/V staff at a conference is that they went unnoticed.  All the microphones, projectors, power outlets

and data outlets were perfect.  Completely perfect.  Nelson performed this miracle at 25% of the cost

quoted by the hotel.

Ken Fulk – Region VIII CRC Director.  Ken worked with our CRC Committee and chapter to prod us

along to meet the milestones necessary to make this event a success.  Ken’s experience,  advice and

patience was invaluable and much appreciated.   This was Ken’s last CRC as Region VIII director and

we hope that we sent him off in style.

I’d like to thank the chapter members who volunteered their time and talents to do the work that made

this conference a success.  I’d like to especially thank Raj Kapoor, Gene Lowery, Bob Dawson,

Sharon Wilson, Chuck Philips and Marvin Thedford who seemed to appear when we needed them

most.

Peter Sudbeck, Leo Stambaugh, Brandon Damas, Chris Carr, Charles Crawford, Julie Short,

Matt Short, Josh Yeary and Bo Twumasi, all members of your 2010-2012 Dallas Chapter BOG,

did a great job of volunteering and plugging the gaps where needed during the three day conference.

Finally, we had the generous support of a several companies who donated their money and time to

support the CRC.  Texas AirSystems was our Dom Perignon Sponsor.  In addition to being the title

sponsor, their support staff donated dozens of hours to prepare event signage, registration packages and

provided manpower for registration.  A special thanks to Tammi Julian and Natalie Tarver.  Most

importantly, they donated the spirits that made the Hospitality Rooms a great success.  Thanks to

Timberlake and Dickson, McMillan-James, Oslin Nation and Air Device Warehouse also

stepped up to sponsor the CRC in order to help offset the costs incurred by the chapter.

I’m sorry if I left out anyone who helped make this a fine event – I assure you that it was unintentional.

Respectfully submitted,

Benjamin Bain, P.E.

Dallas Chapter of ASHRAE

President 2010-11
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CRC RECEPTION
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CRC AWARDS BANQUET
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Who was “Peanut” Vinther?

By: Jake Buckner, 2010-2011 Dallas ASHRAE

Historian

Many of us who regularly attend Dallas ASHRAE monthly

meetings know the name “Peanut” Vinther as the namesake of

our Chapter’s annual scholarship awarded to an area college

engineering student.  Some may recognize him as the only

member from our Chapter ever to serve as Society President

(1967-1968).  But most people likely do not know that P.N.

“Peanut” Vinther was one half of the legendary engineering firm

Zumwalt & Vinther, Inc., one of the true pioneers in the early

days of professional engineering in Dallas.

I recently had the good fortune to learn more about Mr. Vinther and his firm when I read his historical

account titled Zumwalt & Vinther, Inc. - A History of Sorts, which he wrote in 1979 and 1980.  Purdy-

McGuire, Inc. acquired Zumwalt & Vinther in 1982 and decided to distribute Mr. Vinther’s record of

the firm to share his recollections of “the dawning of professional engineering in this area”.  Our Chapter

acquired the type-written booklet last year when it was mailed to Chapter President, Peter Sudbeck, by

the executor of the estate of John H. Ross, a very close friend of Mr. Vinther’s who also served as

ASHRAE Society President.  Upon discovering the booklet, the executor thought it would be of interest

and value to our Chapter and we can’t thank her enough for this incredibly thoughtful act.

Vinther’s booklet chronicles the early days of engineering and construction in Texas and the Southwest

and offers a history of the firm from its founding in 1937 through its purchase by PMI 45 years later.

Mr. Vinther graduated from Texas A&M in 1921 with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering.  After graduation,

Vinther worked at Dallas Power and Light and briefly owned an electrical contracting company before

joining the engineering firm run by the legendary R.F. (Reg) Taylor in 1928.  Taylor, an immigrant from

South Africa, is considered the pioneer of professional engineering in Texas.  Vinther states “Prior to the

arrival of R.F. Taylor, there was no such thing in Dallas as a professional mechanical engineer”.  Zumwalt

had also joined Taylor’s firm and worked on the design and construction of the Texas Centennial

buildings at Fair Park.

In their days working for Taylor, mechanical engineering was largely limited to plumbing and heating.  Air

conditioning was in its infancy and was rarely seen except in theatres and restaurants.  Vinther’s

reference to cast iron radiator sizing as recommended by ASHVE (American Society of Heating and

Ventilating Engineers) underscores this fact.  In 1934, Vinther went to work for York Ice Machinery

Corp. as a sales engineer, where he sold and designed several large air conditioning projects including

the Youngblood Hotel in Enid, OK.  He joined the firm of Zumwalt & Darrah in 1937, who hired him for

his refrigeration and air conditioning “expertise” (the quotes are Vinther’s).  Thus began the partnership

that would become Z&V.

(cont’d on next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)

The firm along with the projects and buildings they engineered tracked the growth and transformation of

Dallas from provincial outpost to booming metropolis.  Their portfolio of notable and impressive projects is

too extensive to recount here, but several of particular interest deserve mention as a reflection of the true

breadth and scope of their work at the time.

· In 1940, they air conditioned the Federal Reserve Bank building, which was the first example of

“summer air conditioning” in North Texas.

· They worked with R. L. Thornton on the Mercantile National Bank Building, which was the only

major skyscraper to be constructed in the U.S. during World War II, and became the resident

engineer throughout the Mercantile Center’s subsequent expansion, eventually spanning an entire city

block.

· Mr. Vinther took pride in claiming that Z&V had engineered the tallest building on the Dallas skyline

at any given time- Mercantile National Bank (1940) at 35 stories, Southland Center (1956) at 40

stories, and Republic Bank Tower (1961) at 50 stories.

· They were the incumbent engineer at several institutions of higher education in Texas for many years

and were responsible for the design of central chilled water projects at SMU (1948), Texas Tech

(late 1950s) and UT-Austin, which when completed in 1958 likely represented the largest chilled

water installation in the world at the time.

· The Dallas Gas Co. building at Harwood and Jackson was built in 1930.  When Z&V was hired to

air condition it in 1949, they introduced the first “high velocity single duct sound attenuation boxes”

which he called the “granddaddy of all the VAV schemes that have since been developed”.

· They became the primary engineer for Baylor Hospital after designing the Truett Building in 1947.

· Their work eventually took them around the world beginning in 1946 when they were selected to

design the Caribe Hilton in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Hilton’s first hotel outside of the continental

United States.  Although excited about the opportunity, Vinther admitted that he had to consult the

Encyclopedia Britannica to determine where Puerto Rico was located prior to his interview with the

architect.  This first foray beyond U.S. borders led to future projects around the world in locations

that took them from Athens to Aruba and Tel Aviv to Trinidad.

· Vinther believed the firm’s crowning achievement to be their part in the design and planning of DFW

Airport, which opened in 1973.  Their work included design of the central plant, the distribution

utilities, and the airfield lighting.  Their fees were in excess of $1 million, the largest they’d received

for a single project.  This would equate to a design fee well over $6 million today.

Even more impressive than their list of projects is Vinther’s assertion that they never lost a client “except by

death or retirement”. Vinther also recognized the many employees and associates who contributed to the

firm’s success and takes obvious pride in the legacy he and Ross Zumwalt left behind.

We hope to make this publication available to our chapter very soon and I encourage you to read it if you’re

interested in history or air conditioning or both.  It’s a fascinating glimpse into the dawning of air conditioning

in Dallas (without which most of us probably wouldn’t live here).  Our Chapter and its members are

fortunate to inherit the legacy of men like Peanut Vinther and he would no doubt be proud of the scholarship

that bears his name.
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Student Activities Update
By: Josh Yeary, 2011-12 Student Activities Chair

Welcome back; I hope all of you have

had a great summer. This year in the

world of ASHRAE Student Activities

we will be striving to expand upon our

accomplishments from last year as well

as obtaining entirely new goals.

Last year in our UNT Student Chapter

of ASHRAE we had a large majority of

student members graduate. What that

means is that we will be attempting to

reach out to them now, to see how they

are doing in their new careers, transfer

them into associate members of

ASHRAE from Student members, and

possibly set them up with a mentor

from our Dallas Chapter. With that said, we will also be working hard at UNT to obtain new student

members to replenish their numbers from the seniors who have moved on, and grow their chapter.

The SMU Student Chapter of ASHRAE has been a fledgling chapter for several years now, and it is our

goal to work with the faculty advisor and small group of student members to get the chapter up and running

strong.

To help me achieve these goals of growing these student chap ters and handing out scholarships I will be

reaching out to our Dallas chapter for help. This means I will be needing speakers to give presentations, as

well as people to volunteer on the Student Activities committee. Please email me at jly@goetting.com if

either of these excellent opportunities to volunteer interest you.
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2011 Dallas Chapter Spring Golf Tournament
By: Peter Sudbeck, 2010-11 Research Promotion

Despite the rainy conditions the Spring Golf

Tournament was a huge success.  The

tournament was held on Monday, April 25

with a shotgun start at 1:30 pm.  We were

able to get in six (6) holes of golf before the

lightning and rain hit Bridlewood Golf

Course.  All golfers headed back to the club

house for dinner and a raffle of the

tournament giveaways.  That rain delay

lasted roughly 30 minutes and we were back

on the golf course to finish the tournament.

Well over half of the field stuck around to

complete the tournament which made for a

very competitive finish.  The winning teams and prize winners are listed below.

1. 1st Place goes to Preston Dickson, Dave Yoden, Brandon Gillette, and Tim McNew

2. 2nd Place goes to Peter Sudbeck, Nick Burkett, Tony Fagan, and Bill Morrow

3. 3rd Place goes to Jim Hart, Dan Thien, Mark Kelly, and Camille Barton

4. Straightest Drive goes to Paul Martin

5. Longest Drive goes to Bobby Hicks

6. Closest to the pin goes to Tony Roe

The Dallas Chapter would like to thank all of those companies who sponsored holes and offered

giveaways.  Our golf tournament would not be able to attract as many golfers if we didn’t have your

generous donations.

The Dallas Chapter is also proud to announce that we were able to raise around $7,200 for ASHREA

Research Promotion.  This event is held to raise funds for ASHRAE Research Promotion and the Dallas

Chapter would like to thank all those who came out to support our efforts to raise funds.  We hope to see

your all in the Fall for our next golf tournament.
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The Texas Norther is published monthly by the Dallas Chapter of ASHRAE.  Statements made in this publication are not expressions
of the Society or of the Chapter and may not be reproduced without prior consent of the Chapter.

The Officers, Board of Govenors and Committee Chairs may be contacted via the following phone numbers or at the Chapter

address;  P.O. Box 802426, Dallas, 75380-2426

2011-2012 Dallas Chapter Officers and

Board of Governors
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2011-2012 Dallas Chapter Committee Chairs

President

President-Elect/Programs

Research Promotion

Secretary

Treasurer

Immediate Past President

Governor Membership Program

Governor TEGA

Student Activities

W. Preston Dickson

Shelly Z. Zhao

Ben P. Bain

Charles Crawford

Gene Lowery

Ben P. Bain

Brandon Damas

Matt Short

Joshua Yeary

214.349.2320

817.912.0800

972.570.4700

214.676.4134

972.395.6189

972.570.4700

972.571.8977

469.222.8489

214.485.6429

pdickson@timberlakedickson.com

shelleyz@mjec.com

benb@texasairsystems.com

ccrawford@victaulic.com

glowery@texasairsystems.com

benb@texasairsystems.com

brandond@htseng.com

matt.short@acts29consulting.com

jly@goetting.com

Phone Email

Historian

Webmaster

Newsletter Editor

Photographer

Honors & Awards

Publicity

Refrigeration

Marc Tomkins

Julie Short

April C. Eisenhauer

Paul LeMaire

David Arbaiza

Leo Stamaugh

Chris Carr

972.571.8977

972.652.3006

214.521.1661

214.765.8731

214.350.6871

214.739.1777

972.395.6162

marct@htseng.com

julie.short@texasairsystems.com

aprile@ccrd.com

PWLeMaire@lan-inc.com

darbaiza@verizon.net

leostambaugh@cs.com

ccarr@brandteng.com
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Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference 

 
2010-2011 Chapter Officers: 

  President:  Benjamin Bain, P.E. 
  Pres. Elect:  Preston Dickson 
  Secretary:  Shelley Zhao 
  Treasurer:  Bo Twumasi 

Board of Governors: 
David Arbaiza – Honors and Awards 
Peter Sudbeck – Research Promotion 
Brandon Damas – Membership Promotion 
Matt Short, P.E. – TEGA 
Charles Crawford – Webmaster 
Jake Buckner – Historian 
Josh Yeary – Student Activities 
April Eisenhauer – Newsletter Editor 
Jeanine Bounds – CRC Chairwoman 
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NEW WEBSITE!!! 
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Dallas, Texas 
April 14, 15 and 16, 2011 

Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference 

 
Major Accomplishments 

 
1. Elected a very young and enthusiastic 

BOG.  Six of the BOG/Committee chairs 
were YEA members. 

2. Completely overhauled the Website 
3. Updated the Chapter communication and 

meeting reservation system (Constant 
Contact) – can now take Credit Cards! 

4. Added a Fall Golf Tournament to raise 
money for Research Promotion 

5. Started monthly YEA Happy Hours 
6. Distributed two Student Scholarships 
7. Hosted a Energy Modeling a Seminar in 

conjunction with CRC. 
8. Hosted CRC! 
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Areas Needing Improvement 

 
1. General member involvement.   
2. Local collaboration with other 

industry groups such as AIA, 
BOMA, ABC, and AGC. 

3. Identifying major contributors to 
Research Promotion: Reaching 
out to groups outside of typical 
Industry companies. 
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Obtain the skills needed to: 

 Improve overall building performance 
 Design high-performance HVAC systems 
 Effectively collaborate on an integrated design team 

 
ASHRAE has created the HVAC Design Essentials to provide intensive, practical education for 
designers and others involved in delivery of HVAC services. Developed by industry-leading 
professionals, this workshop provides participants with training design to accelerate their evolution into 
effective member on a design, construction or facilities maintenance team.  
 
In addition to gaining in-depth knowledge and understanding, attendees will receive real-world examples 
of HVAC systems based on the newly renovated ASHRAE Headquarters building. The workshop 
teaches a systematic approach to guide a design team to a solution that optimally meets the client’s 
expectations. 

 

Who Should Attend 

 Engineers new to the HVAC industry 
 Facilities managers involved in new construction or major renovation projects 
 Technicians who would like to gain design knowledge 
 Architects who want to understand HVAC design 
 Construction project managers involved with mechanical systems 

 

 

Visit www.ashrae.org/hvacdesign to register 

ASHRAE HVAC Design Essential Workshop 
January 11-13, 2012 ● ASHRAE Foundation Learning Center ● Atlanta, GA 

ASHRAE Learning Institute 

2011 Fall Online Course Series 

2 WAYS TO REGISTER 
Internet:  www.ashrae.org/onlinecourses 
Phone:  Call toll-free at 1-800-527-4723 (US and Canada) or 404-636-8400 (worldwide) 
Note:  You may register up to 24 hours prior to an online seminar. Courses are in US Eastern Standard Time. 
 
 

ASHRAE 
Certification 

Programs 

 Building Energy Assessment 
Professional (BEAP) 

 Building Energy Modeling 
Professional (BEMP) 

 Commissioning Process 
Management Professional 
(CPMP) 

 Healthcare Facility Design 
Professional (HFDP) 

 High-Performance Building 
Design Professional (HBDP) 

 Operations & Performance 
Management Professional 
(OPMP) 

 
 

For more info, visit 
www.ashrae.org/ 

certification   

Complying with Standard 90.1-2010: Envelope/Lighting
Mon, October 3, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Healthcare Facilities: Best Practice Design 
Mon, October 31, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Healthcare Facilities: Best Practice Application 
Wed, November 2, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Evaluating the Performance of LEED-Certified Buildings 
Mon, November 7, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Project Management for Improved IAQ  
Wed, November 9, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 

 

The following courses are comprised of two parts. Registrants must attend 
both parts in order to receive CEU/PDH credits. Archiving is available. 
 
Data Center Energy Efficiency – Part 1 
Mon, October 10, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Data Center Energy Efficiency – Part 2 
Wed, October 12, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Using Standard 90.1 to Meet LEED Requirements – Part 1 
Mon, October 17, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Using Standard 90.1 to Meet LEED Requirements – Part 2 
Wed, October 19, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Implementing Standard 189.1 for High-Performance Green Buildings – Part 1 
Mon, October 24, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
 
Implementing Standard 189.1 for High-Performance Green Buildings – Part 2 
Wed, October 26, 2011 – 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm EST 
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